VIRGINIA. 
"Mo the Honoreble H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court 
of Lee County. 


Ty aa 


Humbly complaining your oratrix, hetva Wilson, a resident 
4a County, would respectfully represent and show unto your 

@rat on the 4th day of December, 190", 
in said Younty near Jonesville, to C 
time, seventeen years of age and he twenty years 
hersaid husoend lived and cohabited together as husband and wite, 
near Jonesville, Virginia, for about thirteen months nd then move 
ed to the town of Marshall, Miss and resided there about twenty 
months, when she returned to her foether's, John A. Blakemore, near 
Jonesville, Va-, “eptember, 10th, 1919, where she 

enid husband remained in the “tate or 
At the time your oretrix left Mis 
toyned to Jonesville, Va., her seid husband promised to come 
her in e few months, or send her money on vhich to return To 
seuriL, but he has “siled and refused to do either, end your ora- 
convinced and here cherges that her said husbend encourag= 
return to her said fether for the purpose of getting ri¢ 
and. in facet, never intended to come after her, or send ber 
money on which to return to him. 

Your oratrix will further represent and shoy unto your 
honor, that she has beer +o her snid husband ea devoted, frue -and 
obedient companion, while he hes peen unfaithful to her, as @ huse- 

snd cverbesring end cruel in his demeanor and treatment to- 


wards her; that he hs peat 3e0 14 otherwise ill- 


treated her, even when she 


celly, to bear such trentment without danger to her life and neelith ; 


that he frequently absented himself from home of nights while, they 





lived in Mershall, Missouri, while she and her infant child were 

Sick and needed his help, attention, end sympathy, which absence 

without ceuse and unnecessary, and that he threatened not to 
With her. 

Your oratrix will further represent and show unto your 


Honor, that her said husband wes suilty of frequent acts of adul- 


“ 


d 
Jonesville, Virginia, with one, Lena Rutherford, 


the George R. Rutherford ferm before they went to Mis- 

in the year 1908, and was guilty of frequent acts of 
adultery in Marshall, Missouri, with one Alma “epel,snd others, 
during the years 1909 and 1910, which ects of adultery were with- 
out her consent or connivance: and that she hes-.not lived or co- 
abited with her said husband, as his wife, since she becéme con- 


"> 


he had been guilty of adultery; that there was born 
id husband, one child named Chsrley, who was three 
years old October, Bth, 1911, who is with her, and who as her 
main hove for comfort and happiness in this life; that her said 
husband hes furnished nothing for the support and maintainance 
of herself and child since she left Missouri, and she hes no 
own 

means of support except her, lavor and the kindness of her pare 
ents: thet her said husbend has no property, that she itmows On. 
but gets good wages and unfortunetely squanders his means by 
Living a feast and reckless life. 

the premises considered, the object of this bill is to 
obtain se divorce from the bonds of matrimony existing between 
your Oratrix and her said husband, and that she be given the care 
and custody of her said child, he not being e Tit person to have 
the care and custody of said child; and that sid husvand be 
decreed to pay her annuelly the sum of 
as permanent alimony for the support 


the sum of ($50.00) fifty dollars at once for temporery alimony 





end seit money. ‘To this end she makes She»saiad Cc. W. Wilson 
the party defendant to this bill of complaint, end asks that 


he be recuired to answer the seme, but net on oath, that” peeing 


waived: that an order of publication be msde, posted end pub 


lished ageinst the defendant, who is not aA resident of Virginia; 
and thet on a hearing the relief above preyed for be granted, 
together with all such other, further and general relief as may 


be suited to her causes And your oratrix will ever pray ,&c- 
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Mie depositions of C.C.Wynn and others taken before me, 
Geo.P.Cridlin, a commissioner in chancery for the cizeuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia,at the law office of James 
W.Orr, in the town of Jonesville, lee Sounty, Virgxinte.«0n 


5 


| 


, when taken 
are intena@ed to be read as evidence on behalf of the plain- 

in a certain suit in chancery now pending in the said Cir 
cuit Court of Lee County, Virginie, in whic Rette Wilson is 
plaintiff and ©.W.Wilson is defendant ; the defendant being 
a non-resident of this state, and order of publication hav- 
ing been @uly made, nosted, published, and completed against 
cnid defendant in said cause, these depositions are taken with 
out notice. 

Presmnt ° Tames We Orr. attorney for plaintiff. 

c.0. Wynn, a witness of lawfvl age being Pirst duly sworn 
depnoses as follows: 

Q.1.-- Please state your age, residence and occupation? 


A.-- T am 29 years old, reside near Jonesville, Va. and 


am a farmer. 


O.2.-- Were you acquainted with the parties to thi 


fore they were married and after? 
A.-- I was, and knew the plaintiff nearly all her life, 
end the defendant for a year or two before they married. 


? 


Q.3.-- Were you ever at Marshall] Mo. while they lived there 
and if so' for how long? 

A.-- IT was out there near Marshall about months, 
they lived in the town of Marshall. 

Q.4.-- Were you with the said parties on a eer than 
vhen there was a show in that town, and if so please state 
the conduct of the defendant towards his wife on thet oc- 
casion? 

A.-- T had not seen the defendant that day, 
ed me to ¢o with her to the shew ground and I did so. 


3 


porroed fifty cents from me that morning to buy his wife's 





ticket into the show, but I did not see him in the show and 
don't suppose he was there, and I did not see her in the show. 
T do not know where he was. I saw her in town that night 
after I had taken her to the show ground, with another ledy. 

C.5.-- Did you ever hear the defendant at Marshall, Mo. 
teasing his wife, or telling her about having a good time 
with other women? 

A.-- Yes I have heard that at different tires, but he did 
not call any woman's name. 

Q.6.-- Do you snow od the defendant associating with women 
of bad reputation in*Merehall, or not? 

A.-- No sir. 

Wes he m man cereful with his means, or was 
habit of spending money extrevigantly? 

A.-- He would try to make it appear to me that he was sav- 
ing, Bue from what I saw of him I thought he spent his money 
pretty freely, but as to what he snent it for I do not know. 


And further this devonent saith 


J.B.Poteet, another witness of lawful age being duly syer 
sworm deposes as follows: 


Q.1.-- Please state your ege, residence and occupation? 


A.-- I om @b years old, reside near Jonesville, Va., and my 


occunaticn is saw-milling and Loge4 
Kxmgmxm Are you ecquainted with the parties to this 
suit? 

A.-- I ©&m acqusinted with said parties. Not much acauainted 
with the thuxmnadu pleintiff, only xmow her when — see her. Bu 
But was accuainted with the defendant before he married. 

@.3.-- Do yourknow of the defendant being guilt; 

of adultery after he was married to the pleintiff, or 


being at any house of ill-fame, if so please state when and 


where it wes, and all 





&. $3 T do not mow of his being guilty of any acts of adult- 
vz, But 2 ado know of his being at Maggie Rutherford 'S on cne 
He and I and samexmkhexxon Albert Wilson went 
je a house at which some women of bad reputa- 
> the best of my recollection this was at-~ 
sey the defendant was married. We were all drinking some on 


that oecagion and I don't remember very well vhat occured. 


And further this deponent spith not. 


ow 
a 


j.3.Cole, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn de- 
follows: 
- Please state your age, place of residence and your 
occups tion? 
dios, ae 25 veers, ola, Febice ‘ Jonesville, Va. an 
an gs carpenter. 
Q.2.-- Are you acsauinted with the parties to this sig, bo 


and what relation are you to them? 


y reletionship is 


A.-- I am acquainted with, them, anda m 
that T married a sister or the defendant. 


RP 


pia you live for awhile at or near Marshall, Mo.‘ 


& 


fid live at Marshall, Mo. from April coth, 19lo, 


Tethn, 19}] ® 


aT 


Mia the’ parties to this snit reside at or near Mar- 
A.-- They lived in Marhsall about two weeks before the 
plaintiff came baek to Virginia, and lived near that plece 
time, while I was there. 
- What was the conduct of the defendant towards 
plaintiff while you resideé near them in Missouri, was 
kind or otherwise” 
A.-- It was not so kind, they had trouble between them. 
@.6.-- What wes her conduct as a wife towards him? 


Ae-~- She was kind and industrious. 





G.7.- State anything you may know in regerd to the de4 
fendant associating with or being fond of other women? 
A.-- I know that he seemed to enjoy being around with other 
women, more than with his own wife. 
Q.8.-- Would he absent himself from home of night or at other 
times unnecessarily, so far as you could see? 
A.-- Yes he was frecavently away from his wifeand child at night 
uncalted Tor. 
~- Who were these other women that he seemed to be fond of 
associating with and whet was their reputetion for chastity and 
“irtue, af you aney? 
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do not remember any of their names except May Fremont. 

fresuently talking to her, and to another woman wno 
worked in a confectionary, but I do not know her name. The Fre+ 
mont woman and the one who worked in the confectionary, had the 
renutation of beingxxm unchaste women. 

@.10.-- Did you ever hear the detnandt teasing his wofe and tell- 
ing her about being with other women and heving a good time with 
them? 

A.-- IT have heard him frequently when he would come in tease her 
and tell her about naving: seen other women and about having a good 
time with them. She would fuss et him about his conduct and tell 
him'he ought not to treat her that way, and he would tell her it 


of her damn business, he would go where he pleased. 


Dn a ee ee 


whether or not the defendant lert their home be- 


started on her return to Lee County, Ve 


? 


gid rep R 
ate Snything he may 


“ 


in regard to leaving her amd the child? 
A.-- I did not hear him say that he would not live with her any 
er, but he did, tell me that oe vould give her a divorge any time. 


long 
1D Poste be hae fagusisled te reat thee CM, 211 Llsany Lor cir 





@.14.-- From your actuaintence with the plaintiff and defendant 
which one do you think would pe the more fit person to heve the 
sare custedy anc raising of their boy,@harlie? 

A.-- I believe the mother should have the care of the boy - I 
she would be the more fit person. 

Q.14.-- Stete whether or not vou consider the defendant 
Jess person from a moral and financiel standpoint? 

consider him xreckless in regard to snending his money 
borrowing money and never paying it back, and inclined to run after 
bed women and neglect his family. 


And turther this mdenonent saith not. 


ris, ancther witness of lewrul age being duly sowrn deposes 


Please state your age, residence and occupation? 
yvears Old, Jive near Jonesville, and am a farmer. 
ecquainted with the parties to this suit and if 
so how long have you known them? 
IT am acquainted with them. I have known them about four ye 
ever have eny conversation in which the defendan 
the defendant, in regard . Other women that he 


intimate with, and what he in*ended to do with his wife 


so please state what he said as near as you can ané 


worked together and he talked to me more than once, 
the first Summer after he was married? He told me that he 
with © women out in Missouri few years before that, 
coiling back to see her again, and + think he fold me 
thet woman better than any woman he ever saw. He said he had slept 
with thet woman, had went there and staid with her many ea night. 
Her name was May something, I ean not say for certain what. He 


said thet he had bought her a $5.00 paid of slipper once. He told 


me once tnat re was foing Te tia ke his waite ime Missouri, ANC if they 





did not get along well together that he would send her back, and 

told me to notice that if she ever came back Without him, that a2 

would know what was up, that he would not come back to her. 
Q.4.-- Did the defendant ever state to you that he hai had 


are 
ei 


it intereouse with women in this country aiter his marriage, 
who did ne 
A.-- He did. I heard him say at ad to do with Lena Ruther- 
ford. act cMber2. 


Q.5.-- Has the plaintiff resided with her father John A.Blakemore 


and her mother, since September, 1910, and how far do they live 


She hes, and they live about one-half mile from mv horse. 


- #rom your acquéintance with the parties, which do think 


fit person to have the care and custody ot! 


® moral standpoint I suppose the mother would be tne 
more fit person. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


Ketta Wilson, another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 


. ‘ ~ ? \ %y ~ 
deposes as follcws: 


state your age and resié@ence. 
am cl years old last June, reside near Jonesville, Lee 
Virginia, with my fether John A.Blakemeore. 
long have you resided in this County? 
iver Since Sept/ 10th, 1910, when T returned from Missouri 
.=*+, £7¢ yeursthe plaintiff®,in this eu? 


T S77] 


4.-- Please stete when pnd where you were married to the de- 


fendant, how long you lived with him in this County, where you 


went to and when you returned? 
A.-- We were merrie@ Dec. 24th, 1907, and Jived in this county 


YY} =| Te nA : 
near Jonesville sbout 13 months, when we then moved +o Marshalil,Mo 





® 


T left Marshall Mo. returning to this County the 8th day ef Sept. 
1911, and arrived in this County on the loth of the same month. 

@.5.--Stete how you and your husband got along while you lived 
here near Jonesville? 


‘reeable all the time most, did not treat me right 


A.-- He was disag 


often away from me at night. One night while we lived here 


ission and struck me with a bucket of water. He 


afterwards that it was an accident, but IT don't think it 


vas. He threw the bucket out into the yard. He was often quar- 
relsome. I would sometimes aceuse him of being intimate with bad 


4. 


women, end he pana admit that he was and would say that it was 
none of my business thet he would go where he pleased. 

Q.6.-- Please state what his conduct towards you 

Missouri? 
-~- He was more ill and fractious there than he 

not been there but a few weeks until he got mad on one occasion 
and beat me over the head with his fist and kicked me and said all 
he regreted was that he did not give me more. He also said that 
he had me away from my people now and that he intended to make me 


» = 


He wes gone ewey from home the greater part 
the time at night, end would come in from eleven to two oclock 
at these times there wes no call whatever for 
away Drom home, and ver; 
needed his atention at 
your husband while you were in Missouri provide for 
your femily, or what would he do with his means? 


provide like he ought to. Of course we had 


something but he did not provide clothing as he should. 


Q.8.-- ever tell you that he did not inten to live with 
you’ 

A.-- Yes, he cid more | ce. Sometimes when he 
he would threaten to throw my things out into the big 


with them. and this was caused by me begging him to not leave me 


4. Jae . 
at nights. 





G9,-- State whether or not his conduct towrads nb such as 
to put you in fear of bodily hurt at his hands? 
. Rat... triad ,¢tr econ thet trom ih : sh as eould *. 
his conduct at Marshall, M uch as to incite your 
that he was improperly intima’ rith other women? 

A.-- Yes, it was. 

Q@.11.-- On the night of the show, betweem you and your husband, 
the night that C.C.Wynn has referred to. 

K.-- ~ remember that night when ©. C.Wynn was there We all st 
started to the show, and my husband made some excuse and left me 
on the street, and I went on with Mr. Graham to the show ground 
and got separated from him in some way end did not go into the 
show, and I did not see my husbend until the show was over and then 
found in a confectionary in comnany with Alma Level, and asked him 
what that meant, and after expressing myself, 1! went on hom e and 
he did not come home until next morning about & o'clock, and after 


he came home, he told me that he *took the level woman into the show 


or loaned her the money to go in on. I knew a woman there by the 


name of May Fremont, who was a woman of bad reputation. 

@.12.-- Please state how it heppened that you returned to your 
father's and what your husband said about your coming? 

A.--One reason why I left was on account of his treatment to- 
wards me and his conduct generally, end he promised me that he 
would send me money for the support of myself and child, end when 
he found a #ood job would send me money to return on. He has never 
sent me a cent for sunport or any other purnose. 

Was vour baby Charlie born before you lert here or not? 
£.-- Yés-. It was born on the 6tlk of Octoher, and we did not leave 
until Jenuary following. 

Q.14.-- What physicien attended you when you were confined? 

A.-- Dr. J.S.Ewing, who now lives in Jonesville. 

C.15.-- Did your huéban® psy the dector's -bdll or ugses 

A.--He did not, and I intend to pay ss soon as I can get the money 


He borrowed money and contracted deots s& Marshell that he never wou & 





state whether or not vou think you are able to 


raise your boy Charlie and if you desire to do 


Av-- T have no property, but I am able to work and think I can 
take care of Cherlie and raise him, and 1 certainly desire to do 


so. I do not think my husband is a fit person to raise a child. 


And turther this deponent ith not. 


al , ‘ae. Mabavea 


Maggie Rutherford another witness of lawful age being duly 
sworn deposes as follows: 
Q@.1.-- Please state your age and place of residence? 


years old live near Jonesville. 


: ‘ 
iS il am a | ’ 


.-- Are you acguéinted with the parties to this suit and if 
have you known then. 
cua&inted with Mrs. Wilson, but I did not know her 
husband more than just to speak to him when I saw him once or twice 
any acts of adultery or misconduct by the defeu 
erriage to the plaintiff with other women, and where 
end when it was? 
A.-- Just vefere Christmas 1908 I know he was out one night nearly 
sll night Lena Rutherford, and this wes the night the J.3.Poteet 


end Albert Wilson was along with him. 
Lena Rutherford -et that time rirl of bad repute for 


> es lin tote Oe ? te he Pe 
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further this deponent saith not. 


adultery or misconduct b&b 


may have knowledge, efter his 


plainteé fi? 
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A.-- I remember the night spoken of by Maggie Rutherford when 
C.oW.Wilson anc others came to her house and she would not let 
them in end Lena Rutherford went out end along in the night Brad- 

roteet and Albert Wilson went home and Lena Rutherford and 

-W.Wilson staid out all night and came in about daylight. 

bena Rutherford a girl of bad reputation for virtue 
Chat time? 
A.-- She was. The avove occasion was on Sunday night and was not 


far from Christman 1908. 
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And further this denonent saith not. | 
, te 


Virginie \ Lee aun cy, Vo —-wpt . 


-P.Cridlin, & commissioner in chancery for the Circuit 


3 


County, Virginia, do certify that the foregoing de- 
poteet, J.F.Morri js JsCole, 

Vilson, | e Rutherford, end carah Thomas were taken sworn to 

and Subscribed, ¢ he time, place and for the nurpose 


caption mentioned. 
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not,resident of the State of Virginia, it is ordered that... /O€~..........do appear here within FF 
after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to protect. Acteiviegest wr ths suit. And it is 
, 


GL CCELELVE—| as 
further ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four,weeks in the. Af. .¢ 44-4 Welbon. an 


BQIALY and that a copy be posted at the front door of the Courthduse of this county as prescribed 
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Ohe Commonwealth of Virginta, 
To the Sheriff of the Count of Lee, Greeting: 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon 














to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Cireuit Court of the County of Lee, at rules to be held for the said court, on 


Monday In___7- 





And have then there this writ. Witness, H. C. T. EWING, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, the a x 


Y 
day of AOU “y-.---- 191 /__,and Oe Cae of the Commonwealth. e- > 
A Copy. Teste: _CeF (QEUEAZ,, Clerk 


Clerk 
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Circuit Court. 
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In the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court | 

| of the county of Lee, on the Sth 
day-of November 1911. | 
RETA WILSON, Plaintiff 

against — / 
C. W. WILSON, Defendant 
In chancery 

The object of this suit is to obtain a 

| divorce a vinculo matrimonii. And an 
‘affidavit having been made and filed | 
‘that the defendant, C. W. Wilson, is | 
not a resident of the State of Virginia, | 
_it ig ordered that he do appear herewithin | 
| fifteen days after due publication hero | 
| of,and do what may be necessary to pro- | 
| tect his interest in this suit. And it is: 
‘further ordered that a copy hereof be 
published once a week for four succes- 
| sive weeks in the Jonesvills Star and | 








\that a copy be posted at the front door | 
lof the Courthouse of this county as | 
prescribed by law. 
A copy—Teste: 
H. C. T. EWING, Clerk. 
By M. E. FLANARY, D. C. 
JAMES . ORR, p. q. 
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havtte, editor 
of The Jonesville Star, a weekly newspaper 
published in the county of Lee, state of Virginia, 
do hereby certify that the enclosed notice was 


published in said paper once a week for four 


successive weeks, commencing on the----_-- 





